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Task 1 / 2.  

 

Today, we tell about "horse" expressions.  In the past, many people depended 

on horses for transportation, farming and other kinds of work.  A lot of people still 

like to ride horses.  And, horse racing is also popular.  So it is not surprising that 

Americans still use expressions about the animals. 

Long ago, people who were rich or important rode horses that were very tall.  

Today, if a girl acts like she is better than everyone else, you might say she should 

get off her high horse. 

Yesterday my children wanted me to take them to the playground.  But I had 

to finish my work, so I told them to hold your horses.  Wait until I finish what I am 

doing.  My two boys like to compete against each other and play in a violent way.  

I always tell them to stop horsing around or someone could get hurt. 

We live in a small town.  It does not have any exciting activities to offer 

visitors.  My children call it at a one-horse town. 

Last night, I got a telephone call while I was watching my favorite television 

show.  I decided not to answer it because wild horses could not drag me away from 

the television.  There was nothing that could stop me from doing what I wanted to 

do. 

Sometimes you get information straight from the horse's mouth.  It comes 

directly from the person who knows most about the subject and is the best source.  

Let us say your teacher tells you there is going to be a test tomorrow.  You could 

say you got the information straight from the horse's mouth.  However, you would 

not want to call your teacher a horse! 

You may have heard this expression: You can lead a horse to water, but you 

cannot make him drink.  That means you can give someone advice but you cannot 

force him to do something he does not want to do. 

Sometimes a person fights a battle that has been decided or keeps arguing a 

question that has been settled.  We say this is like beating a dead horse. 

In politics, a dark-horse candidate is someone who is not well known to the 

public.  Sometimes, a dark horse unexpectedly wins an election. 

Another piece of advice is, do not change horses in midstream.  You would 

not want to get off one horse and on to another in the middle of a river.  Or make 

major changes in an activity that has already begun.  In the past, this expression 

was used as an argument to re-elect a president, especially during a time when the 

country was at war. 

 

 

 



Task 3.  

 

Presenter: This is London's latest hot spot. In the middle of the city's bustling 

heart, a bizarre beam of light radiates onto the street: powerful, dazzling and 

searingly hot. The cause of this phenomenon? This 37-storey tower. Once known 

as the Walkie-Talkie, it's been renamed as the Walkie-Scorchie! The half-built 

building's curved construction has had an unfortunate effect. 

 

Reporter: As we look up, you can see that it's curved. And so, that's a vast area up 

there and it's collecting a lot of solar energy. Now, if that was to go out in all 

directions, it wouldn't really matter. But it's focusing down onto a point and it's 

focusing down here. So all that solar energy is getting pushed down here and the 

temperatures down here are getting really, really high. 

 

Presenter: So high, it managed to record a temperature of an astonishing 92.6 

degrees Celsius. 

 

Presenter: Well, the sun has started to come out and is already hitting the building 

behind me. And already you can feel quite an intense heat here. 

 

Presenter: Anything in the direct glare of the reflection can literally go up in 

smoke. It damaged this car parked nearby. It's caused carpets to smoulder, tiles to 

smash. It's so hot, you can even fry an egg and singe your hair trying. 

 

Child: Ow! It's hot! 

 

Woman 1: Just as you march through, you really feel the heat. It's quite intense. 

 

Man 1: It's worse as you're coming through. 

 

Woman 2: You'd get a good tan! 

 

Woman 3: Yeah, it is quite hot here, yes. 

 

Presenter: The designers say the problem is the current elevation of the sun. Over 

the next two to three weeks, weather permitting, it will shine directly onto the 

building. While they say they're working on the problem, the worst of it lasts for 

just two hours and it's during one of the busiest times in the day: lunchtime. It's 

certainly too much for Londoners used to murkier climes. Best to keep calm and 

keep covered. 


