
foreign countries, including Puerto Rico, Japan, South Korea, and the Dominican Republic.  

One of the first Asian players in the U.S. was Japanese pitcher Hideo Nomo. Nomo got a lot of 

attention from the media when he joined the Los Angeles Dodgers in 1995. Soon, many other U.S. teams 

were making contracts with players from other countries.  

Today, world-class baseball is available to more fans than ever before. In 1994, baseball became part 

of the Asian Games. In 2006, 16 teams from around the world took part in the first World Baseball Classic 

– an international series of professional baseball games. Finally, baseball has become a truly “global” 

pastime. 

 

Now listen to the text again. 

[Text repeated.] 

Now you have 10 minutes to complete the task and transfer your answers into the answer 

sheet. 
 

 

This is the end of the Listening task.

Listening (Script) 
 

Now you will hear a text about baseball. For items 1-6, choose the best option (A, B, C or D), 

for items 7-15, choose if the statements are True (T) or False (F).  You will hear the text twice. 

Now you have 60 seconds to look through the items. 

[pause 60 seconds ] 

Now we begin. 
 

Baseball is sometimes called "the national pastime" of the United States. But modern baseball is truly 

an international game. Baseball began in the U.S. in the early 19th century. The first World Series was 

played in 1903. However, only American and Canadian teams played in the series. The first non-U.S. victory 

was by the Toronto Blue Jays in 1991. Since the early 1990s, managers of U.S. teams have brought several 

foreign players to the U.S. game. Today, about 30 percent of players in American baseball come from 
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