
Английский язык  11 класс 

Всероссийская олимпиада школьников «Высшая проба», 2023 год, 2 этап 1 

 
 Time limit: 120 minutes 
 Maximum score: 100 

  
Внимание! Обязательно перенесите ответы в бланк ответов. 
Жюри проверяет только бланк ответов. 

LISTENING AND WRITING (40 points) 

Task 1. Listen to the text. Decide which statements are True according to the text (A), 
which are False according to the text (B), which are Not mentioned at all (C). Transfer you 
answers to the answer sheet. 

№ Statements A B C 

1. Odoacer was the last Emperor of Rome.    

2. The term “crisis of the 3rd century” refers to the time of huge 
instability in the Empire.    

3. According to the speaker, the Eastern Empire was much better 
ruled than the Western Empire.    

4. The invasion of tribes can be considered the main reason why 
Rome fell.    

5. The term “barbarians” was used differently back then.     

6. The Roman Empire, like the other empires of that time, did not 
have any borders.    

7. Natural causes were the ones that made tribes move from their 
homes.    

8. Tribes were not supported by the population of Rome.    

9. The idea of the Roman Empire lived long after the fall of Rome.    

10. Catholicism as a religion started with the Church of Rome.    

 

Task 2. Listen to the text again and write a paragraph summarising the text you have just 
listened to. You should follow the structure:  

• a topic sentence;  

• supporting arguments;  

• a concluding sentence.  

The paragraph must contain 100 – 120 words. 
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LANGUAGE AND CULTURE STUDIES (20 points) 

 
Task 1. Read the following text. Complete the text with five sentences from the table below. 
Two sentences don’t belong in the text. Write down the correct letter. Transfer your 
answers to the answer sheet.  

On August 24, 410 AD, a band of Visigoths entered Rome’s Salarian Gate. Even before the other 
gates were taken and the whole horde came streaming into the city, smoke began to rise above 
the manicured treetops of the Emperor’s gardens. Rome, the imperial city, had fallen. 

Although Rome was no longer the capital, it remained the Empire’s symbolic heart. No foreign 
invader had entered the city in eight centuries; and for many Romans, it was almost 
inconceivable that it could be sacked by barbarians. (1) /_____________/  

By contrast, the event regarded by modern historians as the end of the Western Roman Empire – 
the overthrow of the last western emperor, in 476 – was virtually unnoticed by contemporaries. 
(2) /_____________/ Rather, it reflects the fact that the fall of the Western Roman Empire was a 
process, not a moment; an era, not an event. 

The fall of the Western Roman Empire – in the sense of an end to effective imperial authority in 
a given region – was not perpetually dramatic, or even especially noticeable. The invasions, like 
the ones experienced in August 410 AD, were quite frequent and cost many Romans their 
property, freedom, or even their life. (3) /_____________/  

These familiar attributes of life were the first to fade in Britain, the first part of the Western 
Empire to slip from imperial control. Over the course of a few decades, under the pressure of 
Germanic raids and the struggles of local warlords, the social structure of Roman Britain 
collapsed. Cities and villas were abandoned, the production of trade goods ceased, and standards 
of living sank to their lowest ebb in more than a millennium. 

Most of the other frontier provinces were also profoundly affected by the collapse of Roman 
authority. (4) /_____________/ Once the imperial government stopped paying its troops, the 
whole provincial economy frayed. 

The end of imperial authority tended to be less devastating in the heartlands of the Western 
Empire. This was especially true of southern Gaul, whose powerful aristocrats struggled against, 
negotiated with, and finally served under the Germanic invaders with remarkable success. 

(5) /_____________/ Thanks to their willingness to cooperate with the new Germanic ruling 
class, the Italian elites preserved most of their wealth, lands, and prestige. 

The Senate continued to meet in Rome, consuls continued getting chosen, and games were still 
staged in the Colosseum and Circus Maximus, financed by the men from the same families who 
had dominated politics in the final years of the Western Empire. 
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Letter Sentence 

A 
But for many others, the fall of the Empire represented nothing more or less than the 
gradual disappearance of Roman patrols from the roads and Roman pots from the 
kitchens. 

B 
This is partly a consequence of the scantiness of sources, and partly an 
acknowledgement that the Western Empire was little more than political fiction by the 
time it fell. 

C Besides the fact that they were the first regions to get overrun with invaders, their 
economies tended to be heavily dependent on their garrisons. 

D Saint Jerome, writing from his monastic cell in Bethlehem, summarised the general 
feeling: “with one city, the whole world has died.” 

E At its height, the Roman Empire stretched from the Atlantic Ocean all the way to the 
Euphrates River in the Middle East, but its grandeur may have also been its downfall. 

F Such adaptability was also the strategy pursued by the great Roman magnates of Italy. 

G For the first time in nearly a millennium, the city of Rome was in the hands of 
someone other than the Romans. 

 

Task 2. There are seven notions and five descriptions listed below. Decide which notion 
corresponds with each description. Two notions do not have a description. Write down the 
correct letter. Transfer your answers onto the answer sheet. 

Letter Notion 

A. Pontiff 

B. Equestrian 

C. Plebeian 

D. Saturnalia 

E. Auxiliary 

F. Portent 

G. Patrician 
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DEFINITIONS 

6. This is a member of a social class originally associated with service in the cavalry. They were 
not eligible for the Roman senate; however, members of this class played an important part in the 
Empire’s administration, and held certain key offices, such as the prefectures of Egypt and the 
praetorian guard. 

7. This notion can be defined as a natural occurrence that was interpreted as a sign from the gods. 
Such signs frequently occurred spontaneously, although they may have been sought out 
specifically. Romans distinguished two types respectively: signa oblativa and signa imperativa. 

8. The term refers to the privileged class of Roman citizens which was made up of those 
distinguished by the purity of their birth. They came from the old ruling elite and Senatorial 
families. These citizens controlled the most valuable land as well as held major military and 
religious positions. They were also members of the Senate whose decisions were treated as law. 

9. This is a part of the Roman army that was comprised of noncitizens and fought with the 
legionnaires. They were lightly armed and fought as specialised troops, often with bows and 
slings, or as cavalrymen. Rome granted them citizenship when they retired from the army. 

10. This is a member of a lower order in Rome. These people were quite different in their 
income, as some of them did not have land, and some could be considered rich. They initially 
were deprived of the right to take part in the government of the city-state, but later the decisions 
made at their counsels were obligatory for everyone. By the time the Empire fell, there were 
several noble families of the order. 

 

CREATIVE WRITING (40 points) 

Внимание! Не указывайте свои ФИО в творческом задании. 

 

Task: Now you have learned about the fall of the Roman Empire. Imagine that you lived in 
the times of the fall of Rome. Write a story illustrating how the event has affected your life 
and the people around you. 

You must describe:  

• Your background and your family background;  

• Your life prior to the time period;  

• Your life during the time period;  

• Your life after the time period; 

• The impact that this time period had on your personality. 

You must write 200 – 250 words. 

  


