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Tasks for grades R9—-R11

1. Fill in the gaps with one of the given words.

—_

Look at his outfit. It’s rather weird. He’s such a to fashion.

)
2) Ahhh... His behavior always drives me A) enhanfze
. . . ) B) essential
3) His salary is so tiny. He can’t even earn a
. . . C) extended
4) Add some volonteer experience into your your resume to it.
. o ) : . D) far-off
5) I'm just a victim! I was in this conversation.
. —— . : . E) slave
6) The previous government didn’t provide any services such as medical F) livin
care or education. Q) sin li
7) Scentists express about expediency of the project. H) crai
8) I have an family: grandparents, parents, siblings, aunts, uncles. Y
. ) . I) engaged
9) Every knows him. He’s a celebrity. J) concern
10) T'm not going there with you. This restaurant is a destination.

2. Answer the questions about an abstract from the article written by Stuart Webb and Elke
Peters (published: June 28, 2020).

Watching foreign-language TV during the coronavirus pandemic can help you learn a new language
With university classrooms and language schools closed because of the pandemic, language students must find new ways to
practise and improve. In recent years, an increasing number of applied linguists have been advocating regular TV viewing to
learn English.

Research shows that students are motivated to learn language through watching foreign language television programs. In
the world of professional sports, baseball players, ice-hockey players and football managers have also claimed that television
was a key resource for their language development.

Surprisingly, television has played a relatively small role in the language learning classroom. Our research has shown that
students learn new words and phrases through watching television, and the amount of learning may be similar to what is learned
through reading.

Subbed vs. dubbed

There is now increasing evidence that language learners can improve their comprehension skills, pronunciation and grammar
through watching TV.

Research reveals that language learners who frequently watch foreign-language TV programs outside of school tend to be
better at reading, listening and vocabulary. This holds for language learners in primary schools, secondary schools, at university
and even for young kids who have not had any English lessons yet. TV has also proven beneficial for children with more than
one language to improve their English-language skills.

A survey by the European Commission on the use of subtitles to encourage language learning and improve the mastery
of foreign languages showed that regions that use subtitles to make foreign-language TV shows and movies accessible — like
Sweden, Denmark or Flanders — have substantial benefits in terms of language learning compared to dubbing countries, like
France or Germany, because subtitles are more widely available, and in more languages, than dubbing.

Although research indicates that simply watching television programs may contribute to second language learning, initially
television may be challenging for people to understand and enjoy. This is perhaps the reason why books and articles, which
can be easily written or simplified according to the level of students, are recommended and used much more often for learning.
TV watching for language learning

The following principles were designed to optimize the potential of television for learning and encourage students to continue
learning with television.

First, the aim of television viewing in a second language should be the same as in the first language: to inform and enjoy.
It is not necessary that every word, sentence or phrase is understood. The goal should be to have an understanding sufficient
to motivate further viewing. Comprehension should improve over time with greater exposure to spoken input.

Second, regular TV viewing is central to learning. We tend to make very small gains through encountering input, but these
gains can become meaningful as they accumulate through encountering more and more input. This means that we learn very
little through watching TV for an hour but can make great gains through viewing a large amount of television. For second
language learning, binge watching programs is a good thing!

Third, because understanding television will be difficult initially, it is important to use strategies to support learning. For
example, students might try to progress from viewing episodes initially with first-language subtitles, then with second-language
subtitles, and finally without subtitles to support their comprehension. Another way to boost comprehension is to watch the
same episode multiple times, because research shows that comprehension and language learning increase through repeated
viewing of the same content.

Many parents might recognize that their children have learned new words and phrases through viewing the same movies
again and again.

A final strategy is watching one program in sequence from the first episode. Sequential or “narrow viewing” will improve
our understanding of subsequent episodes, because we quickly gain knowledge of the characters, their relationships and story
arcs as they develop. By following these principles, students may achieve greater success in language learning with television.



1) All the linguists support the idea of studying foreign languages using TV.

A) True B) False C) Not stated
2) People in non-English-speaking countries study English more effectively via TV.
A) True B) False C) Not stated
3) These 3 given principles are proved to be effective.
A) True B) False C) Not stated
4) A big amount of time spent on watching TV increases the chance of having good results in comprehen-
sion.
A) True B) False C) Not stated
5) It doesn’t matter if you watch programs and series in chronological order or not.
A) True B) False C) Not stated
3. There are 10 beginnings of small dialogues. Choose the best answer for each situation from
the list.

1) — Why does the waiter not hurry to take my order?
— Ask for some manager’s help.
2) — I don’t understand why we have failed our campaign.
— Because there were too many of us!
3) — I'm exhausted but I must do this task today...
— You’d better stop and go to bed!
4) — Have you heard about Mary’s results of the test? They are awful! It’s hilarious.
— Don’t forget that you got a low score, too.
5) — This man donated us only 1 dollar...
— Be grateful.
6) — Jane is totally ignored by Michael.
— Of course, she’s cheated on him. She doesn’t remember a good rule:
7) — I've already come up with an idea how I want to spend our salary.
— Don’t hurry. We haven’t got it yet.
8) — I think Pete and John are both a little bit strange.
— Yep, that’s why they are friends.
9) — I can’t stand his behavior. I feel like hitting him!
— Please, calm down. Just talk with him.
10) — I don’t see any sense in this picture. It’s unpleasant.
— I don’t agree with you. I find it rather beautiful.
“The pen is mightier than the sword.”
“People who live in glass houses should not throw stones.”
“The squeaky wheel gets the grease.”
“Birds of a feather flock together.”
“Discretion is the greater part of valor.”
“ Beggars can’t be choosers.”
“Too many cooks spoil the broth.”
“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
“Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.”
“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”
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4. Complete the sentences with ONE missing word.
1) But him, I wouldn’t be here now.
2) though we don’t agree, I think she’s a brilliant speaker.
3) You look at me if I were insane.
4) until T see it with my own eyes will I believe her.
5) By the beginning of the last year he had bankrupt.

5. Imagine that you are a journalist and you received a letter with someone’s problem to your
publishing house. You want to write an article about some tips to solve the following problem
among all teenagers (100—250 words, articles and contractions are counted as ONE word each).
Don’t forget to write:

e description of the problem itself,

e why it is actual for everybody,

e tips to solve it (2-3).
The letter: “.. I don’t understand why I cannot concentrate on my life. I always feel exhausted and
emotionally tired after school, but I want to have some private life and hobbies, too. How to find a balance
and to be multitasking?”



