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Part 1. Listening Comprehension(20 minutes)

Listen to the text about William Shakespeare�s language and do the tasks
given below. You will hear the recording only once.

Task 1. Say if the statements are True (A) or False (B).
1. Historians believe that Shakespeare died on April 23 in 1616.
2. The word �buff� in the text refers to Shakespeare as a playwright.
3. One of the speakers uses the term �wild goose chase� because he failed to

buy food at the theatre.
4. �A wild goose chase� used to mean a horse race.
5. The expression �I�m hungry� also comes from Shakespeare.
6. The speaker�s friend needs to lie lowin order to avoid detection.
7. In old times the colourgreen was associated with good health.
8. If you cannot make head or tail of something, you say, �It�s Greek to me!�
9. �Be-all and end-all� means the least significant part of something.
10.The speakers agree that Shakespeare�s language is only for college

professors and theatre-goers.
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Task 2. Match the expressions with the plays where they appeared. There
are four extra plays which you do not need to use.

11)wild goose chase
12)eat someone out of house and home
13) lie low
14) it�s all Greek to me
15)be-all and end-all

A) Hamlet
B) Romeo and Juliet
C) King Lear
D) Macbeth
E) Othello
F) Julius Caesar
G) Richard III
H) Henry IV
I) Much Ado About Nothing
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Task 3. Listen to the programmeand fill in the gaps with no more than two
words for each gap. You�ll hear the recording twice.
16. Chef Randall started cooking ________ years ago when his grandmother

taught him how to do it.
17. He has never ___________ cooking classes.
18. When Randall was helping the kids prepare a chicken meal, he forgotto
take the chicken out of the__________ .
19. The bird was burnt and they had to use a ________  _______________.
20. A chocolate chip cookie is an excellent ___________ for the entire
family.
21. Chef Randall mixes sugar, ___________, egg whites, low-fat butter,
vanilla, baking soda and salt.
22. It�s necessary not to forget to ___________ the oven to 350�.
23. When the cookies are ready, remove them from the cookie _________.
24. By the time the kids get the cookies, the chef will be left with a
_________ cookie and a dirty kitchen.
25. Next time Randall will show how to feed hungry teenagers on a _______.

Part 2. Reading Comprehension(15 minutes)

Read the text aboutEnglish housesand say whetherthe statements given
below are True (A), False(B) or Not Given (C).

26.Most people in England live in flats.
27.Typical housing in Britain does not differ from that in other European

countries.
28.High-rise buildings are a common feature of English towns andcities.
29.Tenants are evicted if they make noise and break the rules.
30.Having a garden is really important for an Englishman.
31.Terraced houses were cheaper to build than high-rise buildingsduring the

Industrial Revolution.
32.In the times of the Industrial Revolution open fires heated all the rooms

of the terraced house.
33.Semi-detached houses were not expensive to build and seemed

convenient for people.
34. Most English homes are boughton a mortgage.
35.There are few old houses in England.
36.Rich people detestliving in houses.
37.Bungalows are houses built on one level only and are an excellent

dwelling for old people.
38.Flat residents pay rent and utilities.
39.Flats are popularamong students, old people and poor families.
40.Living in a flat means more flexibility�it is easier to cancel the lease and

move to a different location.
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From towns and cities let us turn to the houses of Britain. The most
important point is to understand that most of us donot live in flats. Every
country has its typical housing so that if you cross from England into France or
Germany or Spain, you will know instantly that you are in another country. The
differences are partly architectural, partly aspects of the way peoplechoose to
domesticate their immediate surroundings. But there are also similarities. If you
travel from Russia across Europe to western France you will observe that almost
all cities have a centre with old buildings of three or four evenfive storeys, but
that these centres are surrounded by modem blocks of high-rise flats. The details
will vary, but all countries have found that the obvious solution to cheap new
housing in order to accommodate families moving from the countryside or
needing improved conditions is to build blocks of flats. They are rarely beautiful
or spacious, butthey are convenient and efficient. The problems are similar:
noise, cramped public areas, unpredictable water supplies, broken lifts... but
they are homes for millions of peoplewho prefer them to the more primitive
conditions they have left.

In England, however, our cities are not encircled by these high-rise
buildings. We resist livingin flats; we prefer to live in rows of small brick
houses. Of course some English people enjoyliving in flats, but for the vast
majority of us, the basic idea of home is a brick house with rooms upstairs and
downstairs and with a garden, even if it is a very small garden.

The brick house is a legacy of the English- the earliest- Industrial
Revolution. Employers at the beginning of the nineteenth century had to build
accommodation for the millions of workers pouring into the cities and at that
time they did not have the materials or technology for cheap building upwards.
For them the cheapest solution was to build rows of small houses joined
together (terraces), each with two small rooms downstairs and two small rooms
upstairs. The rooms were small because they were heated by open fires, not by
stoves, and families tended to huddle in one room (the kitchen). Bedrooms were
unheated, and to this day many English people find it impossible to sleep except
in a cold room with the windows wide open.

Most of our housing schemes thereafter are logical improvements to this
working-class pattern. Houses became larger; millions of us live in houses with
two rooms and a kitchen downstairs, and two or threesmall rooms plus
bathroom-and-toilet upstairs. Before the FirstWorld War someone invented the
�semi-detached house’ which was still cheap to build but whichallowed each
family to reach the back of their house down a narrow side passage. This
enabled men to carry sacks of coal to the back yard where it could be stored and
used for the boiler and open fires.




