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Task 2 

(P = Presenter; S = Simon) 

P:  Most of us have an interest of one kind or another, whether it’s keeping an unusual pet, 

collecting stamps or gardening. Simon is interested in learning about other people’s hobbies – 

both ordinary people’s and those of celebrities. Why is this, Simon? 

S:  Well, the thing is, if you tell me that the bloke sitting opposite me in the train is a teacher 

or engineer or whatever, I might be able to guess what sort of things he can do – what he’s good 

at – but really, I haven’t the faintest idea what he’s really like, you know, what makes him tick, 

whereas if you tell me he’s a stamp collector or a leading light of the local drama society, you’ve 

pretty much drawn a map of his personality for me. 

P:  You think people reveal their souls through their hobbies? 

S:  Absolutely. One of the things you can see straightaway, for example, is whether people 

are happier in company or whether they prefer solitude. So if they enjoy, let’s say, being in a 

choir, it’s often as much the belonging to a group with shared goals as about the singing. 

P:  And is the same true for people who like curling up with a good book or knitting 

jumpers? It’s not so much the activity itself but the fact they want to get away ... 

S:  Escape from the world for a bit, yes – be on their own, usually in the fresh air, actually. 

Look at Jarvis Cocker from the band Pulp – he likes nothing more than being out bird-watching. 

Or Brian May – he used to be with the band Queen but he spends hours looking at the night sky 

through his telescope, being on his own. Other famous people fly kites or model aeroplanes – I 

suppose it’s a release from the tension of being in the public eye all the time. 

P:  And what about actors? I suppose they need activities to occupy them while they’re 

filming. 

S: There’s a lot of hanging around, yes. You get to see some very glamorous film stars 

doing crosswords or Sudoku, or knitting quietly by themselves to pass the time. What seems to 

be the most popular at the moment though is to   

bring along board games and play them together. They all seem to take it very seriously and are 

all determined to win – maybe it takes their minds off the acting and makes them less nervous. 

P:  What else do people’s hobbies tell you? 

S:  Well, whether you are intellectual or creative, or practical. For example, the Dalai Lama 

will spend ages, you know, repairing an old film projector which has no instructions, or with his 

head under a car bonnet, or taking clocks to bits and putting them back together. He is 

completely in his element. 

P:  You wouldn’t really expect that of a Nobel peace prize winner, would you? 

S:  Not really, and rock star Bill Wyman, of the Rolling Stones, is also interesting. He goes 

around with his metal detector – so far he’s found about 300 old coins and even a couple of 

Roman necklaces. But it’s not the actual treasure itself that motivates him – I don’t think he even 



keeps it – he’s just fascinated by the process of archaeology. I’ve heard that a friend is trying to 

get him to photograph the things he finds so he can publish a book about his findings one day. 

P:  Let’s hope he does! 

S:  But perhaps the most interesting thing is the hobbies of leaders and presidents and so on. 

The ex-Japanese prime minister, Koizumi, is fanatical about Elvis Presley. No, really – he has 

released a CD with his favourite Elvis tunes on and used to sing Elvis songs at karaoke, even 

when he was on official visits, to the discomfort of his advisers, one imagines. The late North 

Korean leader Kim Jong-il collected movies and was so mad about them he even kidnapped an 

actress once so that she would make movies for him! These interests completely take over their 

lives!  

P:  What does that tell us about our leaders? 

S:  Probably that they have very addictive personalities. Still, it’s better than doing nothing, I 

suppose, although we are difficult to live with. I say ‘we’ because I’m as bad – I follow a rather 

indifferent football club around the country and it drives my wife mad. The thing is, you’d be 

surprised how many otherwise normal people have a really weird compulsion – buying rare 

books, bungee jumping – you name it, somebody will do it! 

 

 

 


