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Audio script

Task 1.
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you will hear an interview with a giri called Anna Taylor, who is a champion cyclist.

[nterviewer: Anna Taylor’s a teenager and already a champion cyclist. Anna, when did you
first get into cycling?

Anna: Only a few years ago. I've always been keen on sports - I've tried everything
from running to ice-skating — but | never tried to be good at anything in
particular. After | went to support a friend cycling in a competition, | decided to
try it myself - and loved it. Since then, it's been a big part of my life.

Interviewer: Is it hard to practise cycling and do your schoolwork?

Anna: Studying’s difficult when there’s a big competition coming up. | still have

to attend all my lessons - and the teachers are very strict about giving in
homework on time. | manage to get it done somehow. | have cycle practice in

the afternoons after school, so then | have to work till bedtime once I've had

dinner with my family.

Interviewer: You do a lot of track cycling in a stadium. Tell me about that.

Anna: We cycle around a special indoor track and the fastest person wins. When
cyclists race on the road, speed is important too of course, and being strong’s
also essential. | think more skills are needed for track cycling - watching

one another and waiting for a chance to move to the front. It takes a lot of

experience to get it right.

Interviewer: Do you like cycling with teammates in road races?
Yes. They're a great group of people, and we all have different styles. When

things go wrong it's not always easy to see the funny side, O it’s nice to know
the others aré finding it as stressful as | am. We encourage each other. I'm

beginning to understand just how important that is.
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You will hear some information about a talk at school by a writer called Marcia Wilson,

Man:

Okay, everyone. The writer Marcia Wilson is coming to the school to give a talk
next week.

It’s been hard to find a free day! Marcia couldn’t come on Friday, and some
classes are away on a trip on Wednesday, so Thursday, when the whole school’s
here, is the day we’ve arranged it for.

Many of you enjoyed her last book, The Castle — I've seen lots of you reading it -
and now in her latest novel, The River, you can read all about a mystery setona
boat. Marcia’s going to tell us about it, and you can ask her questions!

Because there’ll be so many students at the talk, some of you will have to bring
extra chairs from the school library into the hall. Your class teacher will tell you
whether you need to collect one.

Marcia will be ready to begin her talk after our 11 o’clock morning break. She'll start at
half past, so please make sure you’re back inside ready to listen in plenty of time. The
talk with questions will last an hour and a half, and then you can go to lunch as normal.
There'll be the chance to buy a copy of Marcia’s new book. It usually costs £12 but
on the day of the talk you can buy a signed copy for £8.75. That's a great discount,
I’'m sure you'’ll agree.

Now, for more information about Marcia and her work, there's a really good
website you can look at called youthlit.uk, I'll spell that: Y,0,U,TH,L,L.T dot uk

So - are there any questions?




