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LISTENING (SCRIPT) |

Task 1. Part 1. You will hear part of an interview with a language
expert called Rod Chambers, who is talking about languages which are at risk
of disappearing. You will hear the recording twice. For questions 1-10
complete each sentence with a word. You will hear the recording for the first
time in Part 1 of the task and for the second time in Part 2 of the task.

Now you have 30 seconds to look through the items.

[pause 30 seconds]

Interviewer: Rod, you work in the field of saving endangered languages. What
does that mean and how did you become involved in it?

Rod Chambers: An endangered language is one at risk of disappearing —
nobody’s learning it as a first language. | did a degree in communication — though
decided against doing a course on the theme of endangered languages at that point.
The issue had actually been staring me in the face my whole life — my grandparents
speak a language with a limited population of speakers. Yet it was only when |
visited an isolated community while | was travelling the world after university that
| realised the importance of the matter. | could see that the younger people had
moved away for work, so who would the language be passed on to?

Interviewer: Why do languages stop being spoken?

Rod Chambers: As technology’s spread, communication across the world has
improved, and schools have focused on teaching international languages like
English — rather than minority languages. It’s a pity but it’s
understandable. People, such as those in the business world, are aware that they

have to be able to speak to others in the global society, and parents may just stop



using the minority language at home because they want their children to succeed in
communicating in an international language.

Interviewer: s it possible to save a language?

Rod Chambers: Yes — with a lot of determination from the whole community —
including those who speak the majority language. Some simple measures can be
taken. For example, putting up road signs or launching a local TV station in the
minority language, or printing official literature in that language can help people
recognise it as a part of their community. These options aren’t without their
challenges — but there’s plenty that can be done, provided communities are willing.
Interviewer: Is it really worth all that effort, though?

Rod Chambers: Of course! It’s tempting to think there are greater concerns, such
as saving our rainforests or protecting endangered animal species. In a way,
though, these are quite similar to a minority language! A lot of identity and culture
is bound up in a language — so if you lose a language, you risk losing what may be
thousands of years’ worth of tradition and knowledge along with it.

Interviewer: And you’re currently recording a language that’s becoming extinct?
Rod Chambers: Right — there’re only a handful of speakers left and I’ve been
recording some of them speaking the language. | focus on capturing as much
natural language as possible, so | might get the person to talk about their
childhood, for example. Questions about grammar can be difficult for interviewees
to answer and not particularly helpful for me. Later, I listen carefully to the
recordings and analyse the structures and vocabulary.

Interviewer: What happens with the data you’ve collected?

Rod Chambers: The material can be used as an important teaching tool. This
means that current and future generations of children can listen to and learn about
their ancestors’ language. In some cases, languages are revived — brought back to
life in other words — and taught as a second language in schools, which is an
attempt to maintain that connection with the past.

Interviewer: What can listeners do if they’re interested in language-saving

projects?



Rod Chambers: Several things. If your relatives or people in your local
community speak an endangered language, persuade them to talk to you in it, so
you can learn it and pass it on to your own children. Being surrounded by it will be
enough without the need to ask for lessons. Or you can make your own recordings
of people speaking and upload them onto an online database — don’t worry about
doing any analysis — the experts will do that. That’s it really.

Now you have 20 seconds to check your answers.

[pause 20 seconds]

Task 1. Part 2. Now you will hear the text again. For questions 11-13,
decide whether the statements are True (T) or False (F). For questions 14-20
choose the the best answer A, B or C.

Now you have 30 seconds to look through the items.

[pause 30 seconds]

[Text repeated.]

Now you have 20 seconds to complete the task and transfer your

answers into the answer sheet.
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