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Listening (20 min – 20 points) 

Task 1. Listen to the interview, and for questions 1-5 choose the correct answer A, B, C or D. 

1. Ian had an accident while 

 A) mountain climbing.     B) skiing.     C) rock climbing. 

 

2. Most recently, Ian 

 A) skied across an Alaskan glacier. 

 B) cycled through the Rockies. 

 C) crossed the Nevada desert. 

 

3. Ian founded 

 A) a charity.     B) a company.     C) a self-help group. 

 

4. Ian gives lectures on 

 A) disabilities.     B) latest technology.     C) motivation. 

 

5. Ian’s life and work have been recorded in the form of a  

 A) feature film.     B) documentary film.     C) biography. 

 

Task 2. You will hear a woman called Jane Robertson giving a talk about a language called 

Gaelic. For questions 6-15, complete the sentences with a word or short phrase.  

Gaelic 

Jane is the (6) ……………………. of a Gaelic school in Scotland. Today approximately 

(7) ……………….. people speak Gaelic in Scotland. If fewer than (8) ……………… people 

speak a language, it is considered dead. Jane would like to see one-third of people under 25 speak-

ing and (9) …………….. Gaelic. If very young children are exposed to a language 

(10) ………………., they can learn it most effectively. Some parents sent their children to Jane’s 

school for (11) ……………… reasons. Jane says that two character traits of bilingual children are 

being more (12) …………………. and tolerant. Jane feels very (13) ………………… about the 

future of Gaelic. Jane says that what is needed is help from (14) …………………… . With a lot 

of effort, nowadays 80% of children learn Welsh as a (15) ……………………. language.  

 

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet. 
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Reading (30 min – 20 points) 

Task 1. You are going to read an article about the artist Ron Mueck. For questions 1–6, choose the answer 

(A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text. 
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1. What do we learn about Ron Mueck in the first paragraph? 

 A) He sometimes becomes frustrated by the noise outside his studio. 

 B) He will only speak to certain members of the media. 

 C) He prefers not to give an explanation of his artwork. 

 D) He listens to the critics and takes heed of their opinions. 

 

2. In paragraph two, what does the writer say about Ron Mueck’s sculptures? 

 A) They are all impressive due to their enormous scale. 

 B) Their size gives them a totally abstract quality. 

 C) They are made using a special technique which adds air to the clay. 

 D) They depict people in a remarkably realistic manner. 

 

3. What are we told about the documentary? 

 A) It will have an impact on a wide variety of people. 

 B) Gautier Deblonde found the restrictions on filming frustrating. 

 C) Only static images of Mueck at work will be used in it. 

 D) It is surprising as very few other photographers have had the chance to film Mueck. 

 

4. In paragraph four, what does the writer say about Mueck’s process? 

 A) Sometimes the clay is completely destroyed and Mueck has to begin again. 

 B) The initial stages are painstaking because attention to detail is crucial. 

 C) The clay and resin are mixed together to give the sculpture a realistic form. 

 D) It is only possible to see any lifelike quality when the sculpture is completed. 

 

5. In paragraph five, the writer explains that 

 A) sometimes the defects in Mueck’s sculptures detract from their strength. 

 B) Mother and Baby celebrates the joys of motherhood.  

 C) Young Couple conjures up a wider sense of anguish. 

 D) Couple on the Beach is so large that some might find it frightening. 

 

6. In paragraph six, what do we learn about Deblonde’s documentary? 

 A) It enables people to gain a full understanding of Mueck’s method of working. 

 B) It goes some way towards capturing the essence of Mueck’s work and methods. 

 C) It fails to illustrate the struggle Mueck goes through when working. 

 D) It shows Mueck’s creations taking form in a seemingly effortless fashion. 
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Task 2. You are going to read an article in which four people talk about projects to make their 

different towns more eco-friendly. For questions, 7-14, choose from the options (A-D). The op-

tions may be chosen more than once.  

 

                       Which town… 

7 ……. has a tree-planting scheme?  

8 ……. has seen a reduction in water usage?  

9 ……. has increased its number of cycle lanes?  

10 ……. has encouraged self-sufficiency at home? 

11 ……. has introduced town gardens for growing produce?  

12 ……. has encouraged energy-efficient buildings?  

13 ……. has limited the number of cars going into the city centre?  

14 ……. has managed to generate 100% renewable energy?  

 

A 

Well, in my town, there are a few new incentives that have made a welcome difference. A couple 

of years ago, we had a go at all that. You know, having a few places where everyone could grow 

their own food and cutting down on water use. It didn’t seem to take off for some reason and they 

put an end to it, so now they’ve tried another approach. We have some special planting days when 

volunteers help to increase the tree population in parks. It’s a lovely thing to do with the family 

and you feel like you’re making a real difference. And rather than hopping on the bus, there are 

all these bike paths now, so it feels much safer. The good thing is that it’s not only environmentally 

friendly, but it’s also good for your own fitness, I’d love to be able to do it, but I actually work 

from home so it’s a bit tricky. 

B  

I’m actually a town planner and what they’ve done in my local area is incredible. It’s not been 

quick enough in my opinion, but hopefully they’ll put pressure on the council before too long. 

There’s still a severe lack of green areas in the centre, so I hope they’ll look into this in the future. 

However, what we have done is manage to promote eco-friendly construction. The heating and 

design are modern and very effective. In addition, it’s all locally sourced, so that’s got to be good 

for the economy. We’ve managed to decrease the amount of water used in the town as a whole, 

which we’re rather proud of. It’s something like 20% down and we’ve raised awareness of the fact 

that we shouldn’t waste water. There has been considerable investment in buses and trains as well,  

which has paid off. The key message is that we should be considerate and work towards the greater 

good of the community.   
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C 

I’m only aware of what people tell me or what’s been reported in the local paper. If I didn’t read 

that, I wouldn’t have a clue. Anyway, I read somewhere that we’re running entirely on green 

power. I think that’s something to brag about. But smog remains a problem. If they put to use a 

driving scheme, whereby some people could only drive on certain days, that would be a big im-

provement. In my opinion, they’re scared of doing that because it wouldn’t be popular with the 

public. The clear skies and fresh air would make it worthwhile, though. I try to cycle to work and 

do my bit. I have to go on the main road with the traffic though, so it puts me off. My friend told 

me about a new scheme where you grow your own food on public land and all the local people 

help out. I think, I’d prefer that to going to the supermarket!  

D 

The message here is very clear. It’s all about not depending on outside help, for example, by grow-

ing your own vegetables. Fewer people here are reliant on supermarkets. This is an old market 

town, so we’re not likely to get fancy new buildings with all the modern energy-saving stuff very 

soon. It would spoil the look of the place, to be honest. But they recently introduced a system that 

means only certain number plates can be in the centre on one particular day. It was criticised ini-

tially, but now people are starting to see the benefits of less traffic. When you’re walking through 

the park in the centre, it’s just more peaceful and you feel like you could actually be in the middle 

of the countryside. Alongside this, there has been an initiative for people to get fit on their way to 

work, like buying a bike at reduced cost to cycle there and back. It’s really worth it.  

 

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet. 
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Use of English (30 min – 40 points) 

Task 1. For questions 1-20, read the text below and use the word given in brackets to form a 

word or a grammar form that fits the gap. For empty gaps, think of ONE word which best fits 

each gap.  

English students and culture shock 

Culture shock is a feeling of (1) …………… (confuse) experienced by someone visiting a 

new country and being confronted with an (2) …………….. (familiar) culture. It (3) ……………. 

(experience) by many of the thousands of students who leave home to study English in English-

speaking country.  

(4) ……………… (this) students have to cope (5) ……………..  changes in weather, food, 

language and behaviour. Researchers (6) …………… (find) that there are several stages of culture 

shock and that (7) ………………… (adjust) to life in a new country is an (8) ………………. (go) 

and gradual process.  

Initially, students may feel (9) ……………….. (excite) and delight at the new culture. They 

take (10) ……………… their language studies with enthusiasm and (11) …………. significant 

progress. Once the (12) ……………… (novel) of being in a foreign place wears off, feeling of 

(13) …………….. (anxious), depression and homesickness may arise. (14) ………………… 

(communicate) problems, due to locals speaking too quickly and using strange idioms and slang, 

are also very common. (15) …………. (add), stress may (16) ……………. (cause) by racial dis-

crimination, (17) ………………. (finance) problems or safety concerns. During the next stage, 

the student is more realistic and (18) ………………. (begin) to accept the positive and negative 

aspects of both cultures. They begin to feel (19) ………….. home and realize that problems are 

also (20) ……………… (learn) opportunities.  

 

Task 2. Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, us-

ing the word given. You cannot change the word in bold. Use from two to five words.  

 

21. My advice is to accept the job.   

 WOULD 

 If ______________________________ accept the job.  

22. The teacher didn’t think the joke was funny.    

 AMUSED 

 The teacher ______________________________ the joke.  

23. Actually, in my opinion, this is the best all-in-one printer on the market. 

 FAR 

Actually,  ________________________ concerned, this is the best all-in-one printer on 

the market. 

24. My sister spends so long in the shower!  

 TAKES 

My sister ______________________________ a shower.  
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Task 3. For questions 25-29, choose the answer (A, B, C or D).  

25. I couldn’t make up my mind. I was caught between a _________ and a _______ place. 

a) mountain ……. tight    b) stone ……. tough   c) rock……. hard   d) block ……. firm 

26. She knocked over three vases and seems to be all __________. 

a) toes    b) limbs    c) ankles    d) thumbs 

27. “Who is Jenny Cook?” “I have no idea. I’ve never heard _______ her.”  

a) of    b) off    c) from    d) after  

28. What part of the UK boasts its own flag with a red dragon on a green and white background?  

a) Scotland      b) Wales    c) the Northern Ireland    d) England      

29.  What was a real name of Lewis Carroll, the author of famous ‘Alice in Wonderland’?  

a) Charles Dickens   b) Samuel Clemens   c) Eric Blair   d) Charles Dodgson     

30.  What was the first country in the world to issue a postage stamp?  

a) the USA     b) the UK   c) Canada    d) New Zealand  

31.  How did famous Mount Everest, the highest peak in the world, get its name?  

a) It was named after an Englishman.      b) It was named after an American.   

c) It was named after a Welshman.          d) It was named after an Australian. 

 

Task 4. Read the text and fill in the gaps with the words given in the box. There are three extra 

words.  

freezing          fluctuations         under        below         climate      bare      bright         in  

 

The Climate of Russia 

Russia has a varied climate. Almost all of Russia is situated in the North Temperature Zone. 

The climate is continental; however, the (32) …………………. in temperature are greater than in 

other European countries. The extreme North is a cold (33) …………….. region – the tundra. For 

more than six months it is buried (33) ………….. snow. This region can be called the land of 

frozen rivers. In May the temperature begins to rise. The (34) ………………. night is succeeded 

by continuous daylight, when the sun does not sink (35) …………… the horizon for several 

month.    

 

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet. 

 

 

 

 

 



Ленинградская область 2025-2026, Всероссийская олимпиада школьников 

по английскому языку, муниципальный этап, 9-11 класс 

 

8 
 

Writing (40 min – 20 points)  

 

Your school wishes to establish a new club for the students. The new club has the goal of  

teaching and developing practical skills. You have been asked by the school director to propose 

what sort of a new club should be created and how beneficial it will be for the students.  

 

Your proposal should: 

• describe the new club; 

• explain how it would teach and develop practical skills;  

• suggest ways of encouraging participation.  

 

 

Write your answer in 200-250 words.  

 

 

 

Transfer your answers to the answer sheet. 

 


